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An Eldon man con

of first-degree murder in the

brutal April 2000 slaying of &

paraplegic man will refurn to
court in two weeks to sched-
ule his new trial

The rare reversal marks
the second time former lowa

City lawyer
Clemens Er-
dahl got a
murder case
overturned. ’
“Another
lawyer said
to me thats
i like having
P lightning
EE@E?&E‘EE strike twice
in the same spot” said
Erdahl, 55, “I feel very fortu-
nate, personally, to have that
happen” -

The Iowa Supreme Court
recently declined to review
the Court of Appeals rever-
qal of Kenny Hemm's convic-
tion and the June 23 prefrial
conference was scheduled

. Friday in Wapello County

District Court. Two years
ago, Erdahl handled convict-
od Davenport murderer
Sherman White’s appeal —
and won that case, a8 well.

Erdahl has handled about
a dozen such cases, losing
the others until the back-to-
back reversals.

The University of Iowa
jaw school graduate and for-
mer lowa City councilor
gpent 18 years on the White
appeal, spending four days
5t a monastery o write the
fnal reply brief. He spent
shout 18 months on the
Hermm case. The difference,
he saud, was g g ihe Case

earty o1

fowa

of killing Larry Fippenger
and Erdahl tock on the

wAthin months.

appeal within momn

According  to  couit
records:
Early Aprii 17, 2000,

suthorities responded 0 2
five at Heminw's home and, an
hour later, foind Hemm's
car on five at the home ofhis
mother and stepfather.
Hemm, 34, was inside the
home. Pippenger’s body was

found April 17, 2000, in 2

burning vehicle outside
Tidon. He had besn decapi

tated and dismembered —
his hands and feet were
never found. His genitals

were placed in his mouth.
Authorities alleged

Hemm killed Pippenger,
moved the body to the car

outside of town, set fire to his
house {0 cover up his crime, then
set fire to the vehicle, as well.”
Hemm claimed he was set up and
argued others made stalel
about wanting to kill Pippenger —
aven describing their plan, which
uitimately mirrored what occurred.

“ft geerned o me there certainly
were some good issues 1o be
raised,” Brdahl said. “But the
longer we worked on if, the deci-
sions made that hurt the defense
hecame more apparent.”

Tn 2 Feb. 12 opinion, the Court
of Appeals agreed.

“Tn, this case, although the cir-
cumstantial evidence supporting
the jury’s guilty verdict was sub-
stantial, it was by no means over-
whelming. The evidence did not
establish any motive for Hemm to
Kill Pippenger,” the court said inits
ruling. “Although the state is not
required to prove i ... the exclud-
ed testimony underscored motive
for others to harm Pippenger
(based on drugs or alleged harm
Pippenger did to their family),

which we think is significant in
these circumstances.”
Bob  Brammer IS the

spokesman for the Towa Attorney
General’s Office, which will handle
the retrial.

“We don't have really stats on it
(reversals of firstdegree murder
convictions), but it seeris like 2
couple a year” he s ‘s rela-

Ar ralotively nnusual

Lyt there’s only on the order of 20
such firstdegree murder COViC-

fiors in a typical year”

s law clerk,

Sarg Srrith, with doing much of the -

research and visiting with Hemim.
iIis work intensified with dead-
lines, requiring Kim to develop two
or three siraight days to the work.
He now works solely out of Cedar
Repids with the firm, Nidey,
Peterson, Brdani & Tindal, afier
closing his Iowa City office last
month.

During his 20 years practic-
ing law in Iowa City, Erdah] han-

ditl flas

dlad such high profile clients as
suspected armed  robber

Michael  Constantino and
accused Killers James Willer and
Ionathan Memmer.




